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Turkey Hill is a historic local name of Shawnee Mountain 
region Where the Shawnee Cemetery is located. Photo ~PHS 
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| IN 1808, Wilkes-Barre tavern Ouner and politician Jesse Fell discovered an effective : - 
| way to burn anthracite Coal Over an Open grate. As word of his discovery spread, : 
| so did the demand for this new long lasting fuel Source. Now, Abijah Smith had a = 
| market for his coal. He was joined by his brother John B. Smith, who purchased 
i 120 acres of land from William Curry and together they began mining and selling 1 = 
| coal from Plymouth. In 1818, the Smith Brothers Mine was the first anthracite coal S : 
| mune In America, tO expenment with the use of quarry blasting powder, to bring we i 
iL doun and break up the coal deposits, in their mine. The use of blasting powder & 
| Was dangerous. But, proved successful and greatly improved the amount of coal : 
| aah 7 
L which could be mined, compared to the old pick, wedge and shovel method of 5 | 
| - < 
| mining. a 
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Once a market was established for anthracite coal, it did not take long for other 


local entrepreneurs to open their Own mines. James Harvey, Freeman Thomas, S Z 
ohn Tumer, Joseph Wright, David Davenport, J.J. Shonk, Henderson Gaylord, 
F.C. Wadnams, George F. Lee, William Reynolds and William Lance were some of Z 
early coal operators, in Plymouth. The amount of coal that could be mined and 
sold by the Plymouth coal operators was limited by their ability to ship their Z 
product to customers. The use of river barges, to transport coal on the 
Susquenanna River was affected by river Conditions. IN 1855, The Bloomsburg 4 
| and Lackawanna Railroad was completed, passing through Plymouth. Now, coal 
| could be shipped by rail to supply the growing market 
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IN 1921, Federal Courts ordered the Railroad Corporations tO diversify their S | _ = 
monopoly over the coal industry. The Glen Alden Coal Company, Hudson Coal © ie 
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On January 22, 1959, the Susquehanna River broke through into the River | 
Slope Mine, Knox Coal Company, near Pittston, Pa. Water from the swollen | 
7 river began pouring into the mine Chambers with such tremendous force, that a li 
150 foot diameter hole had opened in the river bed. Eighty one miners were | 
_ ~ working in the mine. at the time of the disaster. Sixty nine made it out alive. 


: .1nN 1960, anthracite coal mining in Plymouth was only a shadow of its former = t 
: ; te QO : 2 
_ : Self. Massive coal breakers, that once processed millions of tons of coal were b> 
: eing Closed and soon to be demolished, for scrap. : 
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f the first settlers Mr. Wright says: "Most of them Were men of strong minds; 
a few were eccentric Characters, and now and then one was addicted to 
drink, but all were industrious." He marks their bitter hatred of the Indians, 
and says: "Even in my day, Col. Ransom, Abraham Nesbitt, Jonah Rogers, 
or Abranam Pike, Would have shot down an Indian, if they had not met with 
him, as unhesitatingly as if he were a wolf or panther." He thinks this anti- 
Indian feeling was probably more bitter in Plymouth than anywhere else. 
The story of Jonah Rogers, Abraham Pike and others, who had been carried 
Off captives by the Indians, is told elsewhere. Thirty of the Plymouth men laid 
down their lives at the battle of Wyoming, and the Revolutionary war many 
more. The people have passed the ordeal and baptism of fire, and to all this 
came to them in its heaviest form some of the long struggle with the 


Pennamiites, and Nere, too, was a battle-ground. 


Tne first directors, under the Susquehanna company, for Plymouth, Wwere 
Phineas Nash, Capt. David Marvin and J. Gaylord; these formed the first 
judicial body ever in Plymouth. In 1774 there were seven selectmen 
appointed and Samuel Ransom was one of the seven collectors, Asaph 
Whittlesey was one of them,; twenty-two surveyors, and three of these 
Elisha Swift, Samuel Ranson and Benjamin Harvey; John Baker and 
Charles Gaylord were two of the fence reviewers; of twelve grand jurors 


two were Phineas Nash and Thomas Heath; Timothy Hopkins was one of 


the tythers. Voted: "That ye tree now stands northerly from Capt. Butler's 
house be ye Town Sign Post." Some bad blood grew Out of this "sign-post" 
question. Tne people on the east side of the river wanted it placed there, 
and those on the west side determined to keep it. The "public sign-post" in 
those days was the public hall, a meeting place of the people to hold 
elections or transact public business - the center of all public affairs and 


business. "The town meeting" is a thing of the past, but all the same it was 


better democracy than our present form. 
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Sharon Saracino ~ Contributor 


William Butcner was born March 2, 1840 in the touwn of Trevethin, County 
Monmouthshire, Wales. He was raised by Benjamin and Sarah Walden Butcher, it is 


unclear as of this voriting whether they were his parents or grandparents. Benjamin Wwas 
bom c.1787 and Sarah was bom c. 1794. They were married on December 6, 1814. 


Sarah gave birth to the following known children: Mary 1815, Ann 1820, Sarah 1823, 


Jonn 1825, Martha bom c. 1827, Benjamin 1830, Rebecca born c. 1834, Elizabeth, 1836. 


Rebecca born 1839. All but Mary appear to have been baptized at Varteg Hill Wesleyan 
Chapel, or the Wesleyan Chapel of the Varteg Ironworks. 


Tne family settled in Gamdiffaith, a hamlet in Trevethin, which at the time was a district Of 
Biaenavuon. Trevethin is now a large touon in its own right. Benjamin, a miner, died at the 


age Of 58 on June 28, 1845. He was buried at St. Peter's, as were most of his immediate 


family except son Benjamin who would later die at age 57 in 1887 in the workhouse. He 
Was buried at St. Cadoc's. 
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In 1860, William Butcher, married Johanna Powell, the daughter of Joseph Powell born 

. 1816 and Jane Jones Powell born c. 1820. Johanna herself was bom May 25, 1840 
at Garndiffaith and had known siblings Elizabeth, Benjamin, and Jane by 1851. | 
William and Johanna were married at the Wesleyan Chapel and had the following 
children in Wales: Mary Ann c. 1861, Elizabeth c. 1863, Benjamin Jan.23, 1865, Sarah 
Jane Cc. 1867, and Edith c. 1868. The family emigrated to the US in the late 1860's 
amvuing in New. York. They settled on Welsh Hill in Plymouth. and had additional 
Children William, George, and Rachel. William Butcher Worked as a miner and 


eventually bought the property at 477-479 State Street on Welsh Hill, becoming a 
landlord as well. 


William Butcher died Sept. 29, 1900 and was buried in the Shawnee Cem 
States “all that I possess in the world I hearby bequeath to her whom I m 


my dear Wife Johanna." on March 12, 1924 Johanna Butcher died and 
the Shaunee Cemetery. | 
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March 18, 1825 in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. He was the son of Johann 


Cadwalader and his wife Elizabeth Ladner 


Cadwalader. 
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Christian was mustered in to the 203" 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, Company K on 
September 5, 1864. His regiment participated in 
the Siege against Richmond, the Battle of Fair 


Oaks, the Expedition to Fort Fisher and the 


Assault and Capture of Fort Fisher as well as 
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My Grandfather "Frank Case is buried in Shaunee Cemetery. He was a 
carpenter and cabinet maker and has several descendant's still living in the 
Valley. His Father Absalom Case is also buried there, along with his wife 
Lydia Kridler Ransom. Lydia's Father William Ransom is also interred in the 
~ Cemetery. William Ransom comes from a somewhat famous family vith 
severdi revolutionary veterans as his ancestors. His Father George Palmer 
Ransom, a_ veteran of the American revolution, who battled alongside his 
Father Samuel Ransom, is also buried in the Shawnee Cemetery. Captain 
Samuel Ransom lost his life in the Wyoming Massacre on July 3, 1778. 
The Ransom and Case families are some of the first families to settle in 
Plymouth and Jackson Tounship and remain in numbers in the Wyomin 


Valley area. | - 
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Our Great-Great Grandmother Mary Williams Evans-Dauis is pictured above in 
a family portrait With her children and second husband, William Davis. She 
was the Widow of John D. Evans, victin #78,who was killed in the 
Avondale Mine Disaster on September 6, 1869. John J. Evans, her son, is 


also buried in Shavwnee with his extended family-see next page) 
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Of her as well. They had the following children: Margaret EcKell, born 1869 in 
Prussia, believed to have died between the 1880 and 1900 census in Plymouth; 
Martha EckKell (my Great-Grandmother), bom October 7, 1876 in Plymouth, 
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10. William F. Evans, died 7/19/1924, husband of Lucy Fairbairn Woolner. 
Buried in lot 632. 


11. Joseph Gibbons, 7 month old son ee we 8 i 
Of Lucy Hicks Gibbon and Joseph _ _ —s 
Gibbon. Grandson of John Bryant & , 
Fliza Ann Hicks. Grandson of John 
Bryant Hicks & Eliza Ann Hicks. Died 
7/24/1902. Buried in Lot 632. 


12. Engene Kendall Carr - 1 year 5 
month son of Emily Evans Carr and 
George Carr. Grandson of Lucy 
Fairbaim Woolner Evans and William F. 


Fvuans. Died of scarlet fever. Buried 
5/31/1908. Buried in Lot 632. 
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13. Lucy Carr - 3 year old daughter of i # _.——=—=== 
Emily Evans Carr and George Carr, - = =r 
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Granddaughter of Lucy Fairbaim i 
Wooliner Evans and William F. 
Evans. Died of scarlet fever. Buried a 
5/26/1908. Buried in Lot 632. |. 


14. Ann Cox, born September 18, 1818 in Willenhall, Staffordshire, 


England. She married Thomas Cox and they had seven children, Elijah, 


Jane, Thomas, Isaac, Louisa, MaryAnn & Sarah. She died 7/27/1888 
and it buried in Lot 308. 


5. Thomas Cox Sr. born November 8, 1814 in Tutbury, Staffordshire, 
England. He died 11/8/1891 and is buried in Lot 308. 


16. John Henry Cobley (Cobleigh), born 1866 in Pennsylvania. Son of 
Thomas Cobley and Anne Price Cobley. He was a coal miner and died 
on December 19, 1918. He is buried in Lot 308. 


17. Frederick Wilhelm Schacht, born 1823 in Germany. He married 
Wilhelmina Pescor. He died 10/16/1892. 


18. Wilhemina (Minnie) Pescor was born June 2, 1827 in Germany. She 
is the wife of Frederick Wilhelm Schacht. They had six children, Florence, 
Julius, Louisa, Frederick, Henrietta & Justina. They lived on Mountain 

Road in Plymouth. She died Feb. 9, 1917. 
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Scocccoes: 


MUCHLER 


Kate Buckingham Born 1874 Died 1907. 


Cause of death; tuberculosis Married to John 


Howell, 
John MacDonald 


Bom 1868, Died 1926 Cause of death-heart 
attack. Widower of Kate Buckingham with whom 
he had a daughter, Jenny and a son, William. He 
is listed on the 1920 Census as a miner, but there 
Is “speculation” that he was a tax collector. His 
second wife was Martha with whom he had a 


son, Jonn George. 


MacDonald Muchler .They had 2 children: 


daughter Jenny and son William. 
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and his wife Rachel Edward James was born in Wales 
on March 25, 1855. James D was an anthracite mine 
foreman and the family resided in Plymouth. James and. 
Rachel passed away prior to their son’s inauguration 
for Govemor of Pennsylvania. Governor James Was 6 
years old when his mother, Rachel passed quay. Prior 
to his death in 1919, his father did see his son graduate 
from law school and become the District Attorney of 
Luzerne County. James D James’ son Wwork as a 
Dreaker boy and as a mule driver when not in school. 
Arthur Horace James held public office for many years 


including District Attorney, Lieutenant-Governor, a Judge 
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of Pennsyluvania-Superior Court, and Governor of 
Pennsylvania from 1938-1943. After his governorship 
he retired to private practice. Arthur H. James died in his 
hometouun of Plymouth in 1973. He is interred in 


Hanover Green Cemetery. 
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Harriet (Bevan) Johns, 99 the second oldest member of the Franklin Street 
Primitive Methodist Church, passed on to her eternal rest, on July 22, 2007. 


Harriet will be sadly missed by her church family, as she was a pillar of the 


church for 88 years. She sang in the choir, was a member of the Ladies Aid 


including all of the youth. She was laid to rest in the Shawnee Cemetery, next 


to her husband Robert Johns and her mother and father, Henry and Lena Case 


Bevan. 
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We are grateful for all monetary donations. 
Please submit them to the Plymouth Historical Society. 
Plymouth Historical Society. 
We thank you and we bless you! 
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Plymouth Historical Society 
Board Members with cell phones have offered to return long distance 
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Mra. Charles Saunders Dead At City ; 
Hospital, | 

The death of Mrs, Charles Saunders 
Of Curry THN accurred thle morning at 
qf u'clock at the City Hospltul from por- 
tonitis. 

Deceased was 2) years of age, and 
wan aw well known jady. Sha Jenyves a 
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